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In The English Lounge: Talking It Up
Focus: There are simple ways to get students talking in the English Lounge (EL).

Purpose: The purpose of an EL is to provide a comfortable and relaxing environment for students to actively participate in discussions/activities/games that develop: a) fluency, b) confidence in expressing opinions, c) interaction with an EL leader and peers, and d) reflection on learning.
Background: 2 EL venues: a) college (1 x 90 min. session per week) and b) university (5 x 90 min. sessions per week – each session is split into 20 min. slots). 
Challenge: The challenge is to unpack activities that work in the 90 min. session and have them work effectively in a 20 min. slot.
Activities:

Essential Starters
Playoffs

Video Info Gap
Essential Starters: 

Self-introduction 

· Ask new students to give a self-introduction. After the self-introduction, have other students throw the question cube to ask a question.

What’s up?

· Ask each student: What’s up? After the answer, have other students throw the question cube to ask a question.

NOTE: The above can be done without the question cube and be made into a race to ask a question and avoid being the last person to ask a question. A fun penalty could be given to the last person (e.g. sing a song, draw a self-portrait, etc.).
Playoffs:
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Video Info Gap:
	Theme: Halloween
	· What day is October 31?

· Brainstorm ideas for Halloween.

· Focus on scary stories/horror movies.



	Video Info Gap: trailer/scene
	· Pair students up

· Student A watches only.

· Student B listens only.

· After the trailer/scene is played students A & B ask each other: What did you see/hear?
· Repeat the above procedure as many times as the session permits.



	Video: trailer/scene
	· Everyone watches and listens to the trailer/scene.



	Discussion
	· Who, what, when, where?



Feedback:

	
	Could be better
	So so
	Good

	How was the topic?


	
	
	

	How were the activities and/or games?
	
	
	

	Did you enjoy English lounge?
	
	
	

	Any suggestions?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________




