Unit of Work

	Students
	Low intermediate - intermediate level, university undergraduates majoring in English Communication Studies.



	Unit of work design
	A combination of an integrated skill approach (content-based and task-based instruction), and a critical-pragmatic approach (the four resources model).

	Theme
	English communication


	Time
	1 x 90 minute lesson per week over 15 weeks (22.5 hours)



	Textbook
	Success with College Writing: from Paragraph to Essay (Zemach and Rumisek, 2003)



	Aim
	To implement a general EAP unit of work that introduces and practices various writing techniques for producing an academic essay as well as enhancing reading skills.

	Outcomes

	On completion of this unit, students should be able to
· identify the 4 basic elements of writing;

· identify and implement the 6 steps in the process writing framework;

· identify the outline of a paragraph and develop a paragraph;

· read expository texts using a hierarchical model;

· transform texts responsibly using paraphrasing and summarizing techniques;

· critically examine source texts;

· identify the rules and conventions that govern citations and embed citations in an essay;

· write a reference list;

· identify the outline of an essay and develop an essay.


Plan
	Week
	Task
	Purpose


	Staging
	Language Features
	Materials
	Assessment

	1
	Go through the unit outline.

Gather ideas for a definition of writing.

Consider: What is writing? How is writing used in English communication?
	To be aware of the unit outline and assessment items.

To identify elements of writing.

To identify writing as a process of discovery and a social activity in English communication.
	Go through the unit outline handout, collect student emails to send out blog invitations, and ensure comprehension of the instructions to register on the blog.

Brainstorm ideas for the elements of writing as a class: 1) form, 2) writer, 3) content, and 4) reader.

Ask questions that elicit thought about the connection between writing, social activity, and English communication.
	Definitions

Descriptions
	Unit outline handout, instructions to register on the blog handout
	Blog: Write a self introduction and a personal definition of writing for your English major.

	2
	Read text outlining and describing process writing.

Consider: How can process writing assist in English communication?

Go through the assignment task sheet handout.
	To examine the steps of process writing.

To make a connection between process writing and English communication.

To begin the development of the assignment essay.
	Brainstorm ideas for developing an essay in pairs then groups of 4.

Have students guess the 6 steps of process writing and compare with the textbook.

Go through the descriptions for each step.

Have students test their understanding by completing a chart, summarizing process writing. Pair up students to compare answers.

Ask questions that elicit thought about the connection between process writing and English communication.

Go through the assignment task sheet and ensure comprehension.
	Definitions

Descriptions

Imperatives
	Textbook, pp. 2-4,

assignment task sheet
	Blog: Choose a topic related to your English major for your assignment essay.

	3
	Read text describing pre-writing.

Complete textbook exercises.

Consider: How can preparation improve English communication?
	To choose and narrow a topics.

To identify and practice strategies for gathering ideas.

To make a connection between pre-writing and English communication.
	Pair up students and have them share ideas for how they prepare to write.

Compare student preparation strategies with the 3 strategies in the textbook.

Explain and model each strategy for organizing ideas: 1) brainstorming, 2) freewriting, and 3) mapping.

Have students choose a different topic for each strategy they practice.

Ask questions that elicit thought about the connection between pre-writing and English communication.
	Definitions

Descriptions

Vocabulary building for various topics: familiar and related to English communication.
	Textbook, pp.5-9
	Blog: Use one or a combination of the strategies for gathering ideas for your assignment topic. Demonstrate editing of the ideas.

	4
	Listen and transcribe the definition of a paragraph.

Read text outlining the structure of a paragraph.

Complete textbook exercises.

Consider: How can the structure of a paragraph improve English communication?
	To define a paragraph.

To identify the parts of a paragraph.

To identify and write topic sentences.

To make a connection between the structure of a paragraph and English communication.
	Pair up students and have them discuss a definition of a paragraph. Encourage identification of the parts of a paragraph: 1) topic, 2) supporting, 3) concluding sentences.

Conduct a dictogloss of the textbook definition of a paragraph.

Identify and model topic sentences.

Have students practice writing topic sentences. Pair up students and compare.

Have students ask the teacher questions that elicit thought about the connection between the structure of a paragraph and English communication.
	Definitions

Descriptions
	Textbook, pp.11-15
	Blog: Write a topic sentence for your essay’s opening paragraph.

	5
	Read text outlining the development of a paragraph and peer editing.

Complete textbook exercises.

Consider: How can peer editing improve English communication?
	To identify and practice techniques for paragraph support and development.

To identify and practice writing concluding sentences.

To familiarize students with peer editing.

To make a connection between peer editing and English communication.
	Identify and model techniques for paragraph support and development: 1) details, 2) explanation, and 3) example.

Identify and model writing concluding sentences.

Have groups brainstorm ideas for constructive feedback and negative feedback.

Have students complete the textbook exercise in distinguishing between constructive and negative feedback. Pair up students and compare answers.

Ask questions that elicit thought about the connection between peer editing and English communication.
	Constructive and negative comments Positive and negative adjectives
	Textbook, pp.17-24
	Blog: Develop your assignment essay’s opening paragraph and write a concluding sentence.

	6
	Read text outlining an opinion paragraph.

Complete textbook exercises.

Consider: How can we strengthen an opinion in English communication?


	To distinguish between fact and opinion.

To organize and write paragraphs expressing opinions and arguments.

To use modal auxiliaries and causal adverbs to express an opinion.

To make a connection between opinions and English communication.


	Pair up students and have them discuss the differences between facts and opinions. 

Have students do the fact and opinion exercises in the textbook. Pair up students and compare answers.

Explain and model modal auxiliaries and causal verbs for expressing an opinion.

Have students complete the textbook exercises.

Elicit discussion about how an opinion can be strengthened in English communication.
	Modal auxiliaries Causal adverbs
	Textbook, pp.33-39
	Blog: Draft assignment essay.

	7
	MID TERM EXAM

	8
	Classify and evaluate paraphrase types.

Consider: How and when do we paraphrase? Why is it necessary and how does it relate to English communication?

Practice writing responsible paraphrases.


	To define a paraphrase (e.g. transformation of details).

To make a connection between paraphrasing and English communication.

To classify and evaluate paraphrasing and identify responsible types of paraphrases.

To practice basic paraphrasing transformation using reformulation techniques and a thesaurus.

To identify paraphrasing as a technique for summary writing.
	See detailed lesson plan below.
	Definitions

Taxonomy of paraphrase types
	Paraphrase types task sheet (Appendix 1), paraphrase practice task sheet (Appendix 2), extension task sheet (Appendix 3)
	Blog: Revise assignment essay and attempt paraphrasing from source texts.

	9
	Consider: How and when do we summarize? Why is it necessary and how does it relate to English communication?

Practice writing responsible summaries.

 
	To define a summary (e.g. transformation of main ideas).

To make a connection between summarizing and English communication.

To identify responsible types of summaries.

To practice basic summarizing transformation using a model.

To introduce and implement reporting verbs.
	Pair up students and have them conduct a paper conversation of what summary writing is.

Have students ask the teacher questions that elicit thought about the connection between summarizing and English communication.

Explain and model Kintsch and van Djik ‘s summary model (1978, cited in Johns et al. 1990 ): 1) deletion, 2) generalization, and 3) construction: use the same source texts used in the paraphrasing lesson.

Divide students into groups of 3 and have them identify differences in meaning of selected reporting verbs (Velliaris and Miller, 2009).

Have students match appropriate reporting verbs with their summaries.
	Reporting verbs
	Reporting verbs handout
	Blog: Peer-feedback another student’s assignment essay.

	10
	Consider: What is critical thinking? How can we use it in English communication?

Read expository texts.
	To define critical thinking.

To examine the importance of critical reading.

To make a connection between critical thinking and English communication.

To introduce and implement a model to assist reading comprehension and transformation writing.
	Brainstorm ideas about critical thinking as a class. 

Ask questions that elicit thought about the connection between critical thinking and English communication.

Explain and model Blanton’s hierarchical model (1984): 1) read silently, 2) orally answer questions that guide attention to significant notional clusters, 3) divide text into notional blocs, and 4) map notional blocs in a hierarchical arrangement.

Encourage paraphrasing and summarizing based on the model.
	Definitions
	Textbook essay, p.57
	Blog: Revise assignment essay and attempt summarizing from source texts.

	11
	Consider: How and when must we acknowledge source texts? How does acknowledging relate to English communication?

Assess and examine rules and conventions for citations.

Practice embedding citations.
	To define source texts.

To make a connection between acknowledging and English communication.

To examine the rules and conventions for citations.

To examine different source texts and transform them for citations.

To apply the citation rules and conventions for embedding.

To identify requirements for writing a reference list.
	See detailed lesson plan below.
	Definitions Reporting verbs
	Rules and conventions quiz task sheet (Appendix 4), writing task sheet (Appendix 5), reference list task sheet (Appendix 6)
	Blog: Peer-feedback another student’s assignment essay

	12
	Consider: How does the structure of an essay relate to English communication?

Read text outlining elements of an essay.
	To define an essay.

To make a connection between the structure of an essay and English communication.

To examine how to format an essay.

To examine how to write a thesis statement.
	Have individual students write a definition of an essay. Pair up and compare.

Have pairs write an answer for: How does the structure of an essay relate to English communication? Form pairs into groups of 4 and compare.

Identify and examine the elements of an essay: 1) introduction, 2) body, and 3) conclusion.

Explain and model a thesis statement using formulaic expressions.

Have students complete the textbook exercises for thesis statements.
	Definitions

Descriptions

Formulaic expressions
	Textbook, pp.56-62
	Blog: Revise assignment essay applying the rules and conventions for citations from source texts. Write a reference list consisting of at least 4 source texts.

	13
	Consider: How can introductions and conclusions strengthen English communication?

Read text describing introductions and conclusions.

Complete textbook exercises.
	To identify the purpose of an introduction and conclusion.

To make a connection between the introduction and conclusion of an essay and English communication.

To outline types of information in introductions.

To examine techniques for writing conclusions.
	Discuss introductions and conclusions as a class.

Have students draft an introduction for their assignment essay. Pair up students and compare with the textbook guidelines.

Have students complete the textbook exercises for writing conclusions. Pair up students and compare answers.

Have students write a conclusion for their assignment essay. Pair up students and compare with the textbook guidelines.
	Definitions

Descriptions

Formulaic expressions
	Textbook, pp.71-76
	Blog: Edit assignment essay and include your introduction and conclusion.

	14
	Consider: How can unity and coherence strengthen English communication?

Read text describing unity and coherence.

Complete textbook exercises.
	To outline the importance of unity and coherence in essay writing. 

To make a connection between unity and coherence in an essay and English communication.

To examine how to edit an essay for unity.

To examine methods of creating coherence.
	Discuss unity and coherence as a class.

Explain and model cohesive devices.

Have students complete the textbook exercises for cohesive devices. Pair up students and compare answers.


	Cohesive devices
	Textbook, pp.78-86
	Blog: Publish assignment essay for lecturer grade.

	15
	FINAL EXAM


